
Zipped Purse Pattern 
 
Materials required 
Outer fabric – cotton fabric x ¼ metre x 2 contrasting colours 
Lining fabric – cotton fabric x ¼ metre 
Fusible wadding – ¼ metre 
Medium weight fusible interfacing – ¼ metre 
Nylon zip to match fabric – 10” or 12” minimum 
Sewing thread to match outer and lining fabrics 
Sew Line glue pen (optional but useful) 
 

Cutting preparation 
1. Cut outer fabric (Top A)               2 ½” x 21” wide 

Cut outer fabric (Bottom B)             7” x 21” wide 
Cut lining fabric                         9” high x 21” wide 
Cut zipper tabs (Fabric A) x 2               1 ½” x 1 ½” 
Cut fusible wadding                    8 ¾” x 21” 
Cut fusible interfacing                            8 ¾” x 21”  

Prepare purse outer 
1. Using a ¼” seam join A to B right sides together                                                 A             

Press seam towards the darkest fabric 
    Using a steam iron, fuse the wadding to the  

wrong side of your panel.  
(N.B. Always fuse from the fabric side)      
 
Top stitch along the seam line (optional)                                              B 
                                                                                                                        

 
2. Cut panel into 2 pieces each measuring 10” wide, 

removing waste fabric from each end 
 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
Prepare purse lining  

1. Using a steam iron, fuse the interfacing to the  
wrong side of the lining fabric 
(N.B. Always fuse from the fabric side)      

    



2. Cut into 2 pieces each measuring 10” wide 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zip tab preparation 

1. Take the 1 ½” fabric squares – press the raw edges 
into the middle of the square and then press in half 
again by bringing the folded edges together 

 

 

 

 
2. Cut the end stop off the zip and insert cut end of zip 

into the folded fabric tab.  
Stitch through all layers across the zip 
 
 
 
 

 

3. Measure and mark 9” along the zip from the end of 
the fabric tab 
Move the zipper head into the centre of the zip 
before cutting on the mark 
Tack the newly cut ends of the zip together before 
inserting into the remaining folded fabric tab and 
stitch as before 

 

4. Trim the excess fabric flush with the sides of the zip 
 

 
 

Zip insertion 
1. With your FRONT outer fabric face up, add a little 

amount of glue along the top edge. Place your zip 
face down centrally on the top edge of the fabric 
with the zipper pull on the left.  
You should have ½” seam allowance at either end as 
shown 
Match the edge of the zipper tape with the top edges 
of the fabric.  



 

2. Again, add a little amount of glue along the top edge.  
Place the lining fabric face down on top, matching the raw 
edges as before and the side edges. 
 

3. Move the zipper pull to the middle of the zip. 
Stitch along the top edge using a zipper foot. Stop with the 
needle down as you approach the zipper pull, lift presser foot 
and move zipper pull behind foot. Put presser foot back down 
and continue to end. 

 
4. Repeat again from 1 to 3 - with your BACK outer fabric facing up.   

This time the zipper pull will be on the right side 
 
 
 

5. Open out the fabrics and press both the outer and lining seams away 
from the zip.   

 

 
 
Making up – seams 

1. Mark an opening 4 ½” wide in the centre of the bottom 
edge of the lining 

2. Bring the exterior fabrics right sides together and the lining 
right sides together.  

3.   Move the zipper pull to the centre of the zip. 
Match the seams, pin and stitch a 3/8” seam allowance 
making sure not to catch the zipper tabs. Trim seam 
allowance to ¼” 

 
Making up – base 

1. Make a cardboard template 1 ½”square. Place this in the bottom 
left corner of the lining as shown, matching it to the edges of 
fabric and draw round it. Repeat with the bottom right corner.  
Repeat on the other side of the lining also. 
 

Cardboard template  
 

 
2. Pull apart the lining fabric and push out the bottom corners  

to form a boat shape as shown. Pin and stitch on the lines.  
Trim seam allowance down to ¼”.  
      

3. Repeat steps 1 to 2 again for the 2 exterior fabric corners.  
 

4. Turn the bag right sides out through the opening in the lining.  
 Stitch the opening in the lining closed. 
 

5. Place the lining down into the bag and push into shape.  
 

Voila……..your purse in now ready to fill with something lovely!! 
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